
6— When the Dust Settled… 
 

CHAPTER 1 
 
 
Plot Summary—“Welcome to our Tavern” 
 

The first chapter introduces Phoebe, a twelve-year-old girl and the narrator of the story.  
Phoebe lives just outside of Philadelphia in the year 1796, and she spends most of her time waiting 
tables at her father’s tavern, the Blue Bell.    

Her mother and brother, Tom, also help.  As the only son, Tom is expected to take over the 
tavern one day, but all he wants to do is move to the unsettled lands out West.  Phoebe would love to 
take over the Blue Bell.  Aside from the family, the only other employee at the tavern is Silvy, a 
former slave girl.  

The customers of the tavern constantly talk about politics.  One day, Phoebe hears the men 
talking about George Washington, who has just announced that he will not serve another term as 
president.  Phoebe cannot imagine the country without George Washington as its leader.   

She sees that someone left a copy of the Philadelphia Gazette on a table and she tries 
her best to read through Washington’s Farewell Address.  The language is very formal, but 
the message is clear.  George Washington is stepping down as president, and their will be 
an election to find a new man to take his place. 
 
Quotations and Talking Points 
 
page 3  
 

— The tavern has been here so long that we’ve found buttons and bullets 
in the back yard, left behind when the militia trained here during the 
French and Indian War forty years ago.    
 

French & Indian War  Fought from 1754 to 1763, the French and Indian War was part of the 
larger scale Seven Years War (fought in Europe) between Britain and 
France for control of North America.  The American colonists sided with 
the victorious British, while most Native American tribes sided with the 
French.   Many soldiers of the French and Indian War became military 
leaders during the American Revolution, including George Washington. 
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— …Philadelphia is the Capital of our country…       

Philadelphia  Philadelphia was perhaps the most influential city in colonial America, 
and it remains a heavily populated area even today.  The Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution were both signed at the Pennsylvania 
State House (now called Independence Hall) in downtown Philadelphia, 
and it served as the capital of the nation in the 1790s, while Washington, 
D.C. was still under construction.  
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— Mr. Leipes owns other businesses as well, including a powder mill that 
supplied President Washington with gunpowder during the war.  Of 
course the President was General Washington then.    
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George Washington Nicknamed the “Father of Our Country,” George Washington was one of the 
most influential men in helping the United States gain independence and 
survive as a new nation.  He served as the commander of the Continental 
Army during the American Revolution and brilliantly guided the Army to 
victory over the more experienced British.  Washington then presided over the 
Constitutional Convention, and was unanimously elected the first President of 
the United States in 1789.  His popularity was overwhelming, but he decided 
to step down after two terms. 
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— “Did you not read Washington’s Farewell Address…The President says 
he’s determined to retire.”    

 

Washington’s The nation was shocked in September 1796 when George Washington’s 
Farewell Address appeared in the major newspapers across the country 
(it was never delivered orally).  In the address, Washington announced 
that he was not going to seek a third term as President, thus setting the 
stage for the first competitive Presidential election in the nation’s 
history.  Due to his popularity, Washington most likely would have 
won the election in a landslide if he had chosen to run. 

 
page 8 
 

— “Our next president will be fine.  You can’t compare Thomas Jefferson 
or John Adams to King George III.  What of the Constitution?  Or the 
Bill of Rights?”    

 

New Form of Government In its first decades as a new country, the United States was trying a form of 
government that had never been truly tested in the history of the world.  The 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights (i.e. the first 10 amendments to the Constitution) 
outlined a government that was essentially run by the people through the 
frequent election of representatives.  These documents also severely limited the 
power of the federal government, thus protecting the liberty of the people. 

   

page 9 
 

— Our next election is not far off, less than two months away, …    
 

Presidential Election  By announcing that he was not going to seek a third term as President in 1796, 
George Washington set the stage for the first competitive Presidential election 
in the nation’s history.  It was the first election to revolve around Political 
Parties, which were the Democratic-Republicans (who wanted a weak federal 
government) and the Federalists (who wanted a strong federal government).  
Thomas Jefferson became the leading Democratic-Republican candidate, and 
John Adams—the winner of the election—represented the Federalists. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dialects 
 

 On the first page of the novel, Phoebe points out, “ ‘Tis little consolation that they take 
scant notice of Silvy or my mother either.”  This is obviously not how people talk today, but it was 
typical for the late 18th century.  After reviewing the context of the comment in the novel, ask 
your students to write down what they think it means.  A good answer might be:  “It doesn’t 
make me feel any better that the customers ignore Mother and Silvy just as they ignore me.” 
 

 Have your students write down words or phrases that exist today that wouldn’t be 
understood in the 18th century.  Discuss how and why language changes over time. 
 
 

“Farewell Address” 
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