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Plot Summary—“A Warning”

The young men in Mico’s clan are angry when they hear about he and Yoholo’s run-in
with the white hunters. Many of them describe similar experiences. As tensions rise, the elders
in the clan hold a meeting —but they do not allow the young warriors to attend.

The elders decide that before any action can be taken against the white man, they must
first see what the Natives in the other villages want to do. The elders believe that the only way to
defeat the white man is for all of the tribes to unite together. A messenger named Cetto is sent to
speak to other Natives.

Cetto returns a few days later with an old man by his side. The man is an elder from
another village who wants to share his experience with the white man. He says that when he was
a young man he served as a guide for the Spanish explorer Hernando DeSoto. After they
discovered the “mighty river,” he traveled with DeSoto’s crew back to the “white world.”

The elder tells of the great white empires like Madrid, Paris, Rome, and London. After
living in Europe for twenty years, he learned that the white man can never be satisfied with what
he has, and is always looking to expand his empire. Therefore, the Spaniards who live in Santa
Elena cannot be trusted to stay in the borders of their village. They have come to the New World
looking to expand their empire.

Quotations and Talking Points

page 31

— Many of the warriors - including Yoholo - said our clan had to start
fighting back against the white man. Others weren’t so sure.

Uncertain Plan of Action Much of the ill-feelings towards the European settlers came from the fact that
the Native Americans did not know the true intentions of the white men. The
Natives had no way of knowing how many white men were going to come, or
how much land they planned to claim. This made it difficult for the nearby
tribes to decide on a correct plan of action —if any —against the white man.
This indecision is shown throughout the story.

page 32

— “l go into the white village every day to trade my animal skins. | do business
with them, | talk to them, and some of them | would even call my friend.”

Friendly Relations With Not all interactions between the white settlers and the Native

Natives Americans were tense or violent. Natives would often trade their goods
(melons, animal skins, beads, etc.) for the goods of the white man (guns,
seeds, rum, etc.). Many language and cultural barriers were overcome as
a result of these economic exchanges.

page 32

— ...the Chief of our clan decided to call a meeting. He met with a few of
the elders to decide what to do. The warriors were not allowed to attend.



Writing Integration
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Elders The Native Americans had a very sophisticated social structure, with the
elders being the most respected members of the clan. They used their lifetime
of experience to make decisions and offer advice. The young men of the clan
were warriors and hunters, while the women often tended to the crops.

page 35

— ...a clansman named Cetto was sent out to travel to the nearby
villages. He planned to meet with the clans in the other tribes...

Other Native Tribes In the story, Mico lives in a village that he calls his clan. There would

= typically be a number of other nearby clans and villages that were part
and Villages of a Native American tribe. These tribes were all unique in certain
ways, but also shared cultures and languages. Similar tribes were
joined together as a Nation.

page 37

— “The man’s name was Hernando de Soto...He was an explorer, and
I became his guide,” the old man said. “We traveled to the west, and we
came to a mighty river.”

Hernando de Soto In the early 1540s, Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto led an expedition through
South Carolina and into the interiors of the country. He is most known for being
the first European to “discover” the Mississippi River in 1541. Hernando De Soto
died on the Mississippi River, but the surviving members of his crew brought
news of the findings to the Spanish colonies in the New World.

page 37

— “l have been to cities built by the white man. They are empires
with names like Madrid, Paris, Rome, and London.”

1 6“‘ Centu Europe By the late 1500s, the cities listed above and several others in Europe were
y P
already heavily populated, and were of a great contrast to the sparsely
populated colonies of the New World. Many of the buildings, churches,
and other structures in Europe at the time were impressive even by
today’s standards, and some are still standing.

page 39

— “All of the Spaniards - like those that are here now - believed that
our land was paved in gold and riches.”

New World Fever While there were many legitimate motivations to settle in the New World (i.e.
freedom of religion, land grants, etc.), most of the explorers and settlers were
motivated by less logical factors. They heard wild rumors of riches (such as the
“City of Gold”) and legends (such as the Fountain of Youth), and the excitement
created a “New World Fever” that spread through Europe in the 16th century.

Description

In the story, a Native American tells about how he has been to the “White Man’s
World.” Have your students write a description of what the Native American might have
seen in 16t century Europe that would have caught his attention (i.e. horses and carriages,
European clothes, horses and carriages, technology, furniture, etc.). As a class, discuss how seeing
how the White Man lived might have changed his opinion of the European settlers.



