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Chapter 4

CHAPTER 4 pagos 225 (5 pages)

estimated reading time: 7 minutes

Plot Summary—“The Underground Railroad”

After finally getting a good night’s sleep in Mr. Milton’s room, George is given a new set of
clothes (that make him look less like a runaway slave) and accompanies Mr. Milton on a carriage ride.
George has no idea as to the destination, but he knows that Mr. Milton is his best chance for a
successful escape.

The wagon stops in what seems to be the middle of nowhere. Mr. Milton exits the carriage
George follows him through the woods to an old house. Mr. Milton says, “They’ll take care of you
now,” and then he leaves. George has little idea who he means when he says, “They.”

It turns out that the house is a stop on the Underground Railroad, and George has become a
passenger. Along with dozens of other runaway slaves, George sleeps during the day and marches
through the woods at night as a “conductor” leads the way. This routine goes on for several nights.
One night, the conductor is a woman that the other slaves call, “Moses,” and George learns that she is
the famous Harriett Tubman.

After getting into the routine, George is surprised when he is told to leave the group and
follow one of the conductors. The conductor takes him to a train station. It turns out that Mr.

Milton has purchased him a ticket to the North (where slavery is not allowed). The conductor
accompanies George on the trip, making sure that nobody grows suspicious of the two runaway
slaves. After two long days, the train finally stops in Boston.

Quotations and Talking Points

page 25

— They were always saying that the Underground Railroad had taken
so-and-so to freedom...

Underground Railroad The Underground Railroad was an organized network of secret routes and
safe houses that helped thousands of slaves escape during the early 1800s.
The term “Underground” refers to the secrecy of the organization, and the
term “Railroad” describes the organization of the network with detailed
routes and conductors who served as guides. The Underground Railroad
took slaves from the Southern states across the Mason-Dixon Line to the
North (where slavery was illegal), and often all of the way into Canada.

page 25
— He was our “conductor,” and he guided us through the night.

Conductors on the The term “conductor” was used to describe the men and women who
assisted runaway slaves on the Underground Railroad. The conductors
served as guides along the secret routes that connected various safe houses.
The conductors usually led small groups, and took them over indirect paths
to avoid detection. In many cases, the conductors were former slaves who
had used the Underground Railroad in their own escape.

Underground Railroad
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page 26

— Sometimes we stopped a farm house; sometimes it was a barn; and
sometimes it was an abandoned shed. I don’t know how they found
it, but our conductors always know exactly where to go.

Stops on the The Underground Railroad consisted of countless safe houses where

Underg round Railroad runaway slaves could hide as they made their escape. These safe
houses came in all forms —barns, sheds, private homes —and usually
housed the escaped slaves during the day so they could travel at night.
The stops were usually 15 to 20 miles apart, just far enough to be
reached after a night’s travel.

page 27

— She’s Harriett Tubman.. She’s leading us to the Promised Land. The
white folks got a $50,000 reward on her head.

Harriett Tubman Harriett Tubman was an escaped slave (she escaped in 1849) who
became the most famous conductor on the Underground Railroad.
After reaching her own freedom, Tubman returned to the South
nineteen more times to help dozens of other runaway slaves head north
to freedom. She was called Moses (because she was leading them to the
“Promised Land” of freedom) by her followers on the Railroad, and went
on to assist the Union Army as a spy during the Civil War.

page 27

— Frederick guided me to the separate “colored car” where all of the
black folks sat.

Segregation While slavery was a far greater issue in the early 1800s, blacks who
were free still had to deal with segregation. They were forced to ride in
a different area of the train, and were often forbidden from entering
stores and private businesses. When slavery ended after the Civil War,
segregation remained an issue (especially in the South) until the Civil
Rights Movement a century later.

Check List

Ask your students to imagine that they are 19t century Abolitionists and are
responsible for establishing a line of the Underground Railroad to help slaves escape to the
North. Have them come up with a check list of the things they’ll need if they want to have
successful results. Here are a few key items:

e Secure hiding place for the runaway slaves

e Several hide-outs about 15 or 20 miles apart
¢ Reliable “conductors” to lead the way
Medical supplies to help the

Matches for starting a fire

Soap and towels to stay clean

First aid supplies
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