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Chapter 3

CHAPTER 3 pages 2028 (9 pages)

estimated reading time: 13 minutes

Plot Summary—“A Visit from the Judge”

Calhoun is doing his homework one night when Judge Timmerman, one of the judges
that Professor suggested for the segregation trial, shows up at the door. He wants to talk to
Professor about the Briggs vs. Elliott case. Soon after, Judge Waring —another one of the judges
on the case —shows up as well.

Judge Timmerman (who supports segregation) and Judge Waring (who wants segregation
to end) get into a huge argument over whether it is fair to send white and black children to
different schools. Professor is in the middle, keeping both men calm in the argument and
occasionally countering arguments on both sides.

Calhoun is surprised that both men bring up very good points. He realizes that segregation
is not only a sensitive subject—it is also a very complicated one.

Quotations and Talking Points

page 21

— I seemed to remember that Professor had suggested that Judge
Timmerman be one of the men to hear the big case.

Judge Timmerman George Bell Timmerman was a District Judge selected to hear the Briggs
vs. Elliott case. As a former Lieutenant Governor, Timmerman was known
across South Carolina as a supporter of segregation. As expected, Judge
Timmerman ruled against the NAACP and in favor of the Clarendon
County school system in the Briggs vs. Elliott case.

page 24

— Judge Waring shook his head in disgust... “Times are changing, and
it’s time South Carolina changed, too.”

Judge Waring Judge J. Waties Waring was the lone dissenter in the Briggs vs. Elliott
case, ruling against the school district and in favor of the NAACP. It
was known before the case began that Judge Waring was against
segregation. His views were not admired by most South Carolinians in
the early 1950s, and after the trial he moved to New York to escape his
harsh critics.

page 25

— “Thurgood Marshall is his name. He’s a young black lawyer with
more money than you or I have ever had. He’s not like these poor
black folks in Clarendon County.”
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Thurgood Marshall

page 26 Thurgood Marshall was the African American lawyer hired by the NAACP to
try the Briggs vs. Elliott case in South Carolina. He did not win the case,
largely because the laws clearly supported the “separate but equal” policies.
However, Marshall was the leading lawyer on the case when it was appealed
to the Supreme Court and joined with the more famous Brown vs. Board of
Education case. He became one of the most influential people in ending
segregation. He went on to become the first African American to serve as a
Supreme Court Justice.

— “The law says ‘separate but equal’ — but that’s not what we have.”

Arguments Against This chapter highlights some of the main arguments against segregation. Prior

= to the Briggs vs. Elliott trial, the black schools in South Carolina did not have
Segregatlon resources that were “separate but equal” to the white schools. The black
schools lacked textbooks, air-conditioning, transportation, school supplies, etc.
Less money went into the black schools, and the teachers were paid less than
at the white schools. Furthermore, many believed that the very existence of
segregation placed a “badge of inferiority” on African Americans.

page 27

— Judge Timmerman pointed his finger... “You know good and well that
the state legislature is passing a three percent tax that will benefit only
the black schools.”

Arguments Supporting This chapter highlights some of the main arguments in support of

seg reg ation segregation. For example, while black and white students did attend
different schools, they were required to be “separate but equal” and
provide the same resources to all students. While this wasn’t always
the case (largely because white citizens paid more taxes than African
Americans at the time), a new tax was approved in 1951 to assist the
black schools. Also, segregation was supported by South Carolina laws
and the Supreme Court in the Plessy vs. Ferguson trial (1896)

Diary Entry

Ask your students to imagine that they are an African American living in South
Carolina during the early 1950s, when segregation was a normal part of life. Have them write
a diary entry describing the situation and how they feel about it. Make sure that your
students try to imagine what it would be like if they were forced to attend different schools, sit
on a different part of the bus, and even use different bathrooms and water fountains.
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