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Oh yeah, another thing worth mentioning.  Ecosystems can be 
grouped together on a larger scale by climate, vegetation,       

adaptations of organisms, and so on. 
 

These larger groupings are called biomes.  This fancy map shows 
how the world is divided into various biomes, and I’ve even been 

kind enough to label a few examples. 

Welcome to my ecosystem.  This habitat has 
everything I need to survive (food, drink, 

semi-breathable air, etc.), and it allows me to 
be near a high population of my own species.   

 

Of course, if the cable goes out or we run out 
of pizza, I’d be forced to migrate to another 
area.  In the meantime, let’s take a closer a 
closer look at what goes into an ecosystem. 

Community  
All of the different populations in the area, including 
plants and animals.  As you can imagine, there is lots of 
interaction between all of these species. 

Ecosystem   
An area that includes a variety of living 
organisms and important “abiotic” factors 
(nonliving things like water, sunlight, oxygen, 
and soil) 

 

Organism   
Any living thing within the ecosystem.  
This could be a plant, animal, or even a 
fungus or micro-organism.  To survive, 
each organism must find its “niche.” 

 

Population  
All of the members of a given species in 
an ecosystem (such as the elk shown here).  
They compete for food, water, space, 
mates, and other resources. 
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Forests 
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Period 

I’ve been racking my brain for weeks trying to create an      
organized way to display all of the elements.  And then… 

 

Behold!  I created the Periodic Table! 
 

...and then I found out that it’s been around for over 100 years. 
Oh well, here it is... 

Family 
A vertical column (with elements of similar properties) is called a: 

A horizontal row 
is called a: 

Atomic 
Number 

Chemical 
Symbol Metals 

Non-
metals 
(right of the 
zigzag line) 

(to the left of 
the zigzag line) 

A few chemical symbols that you should probably know: 

Once you’re like me and have mastered the Periodic Table, you can 
start writing the chemical formulas for different compounds.   

 

Compounds are when more than one element combine to form a new 
substance.  The formulas are written using the chemical symbols 

for the elements.  For example: 
 

CO2 = Carbon Dioxide  
(this compound is formed when one atom of carbon combines with 2 atoms of oxygen) 

 
A few other compounds that might be at your kitchen table: 

 

H2O = Water 
NaCl = Salt  

C6H12O6 = Sugar 

THE PERIODIC TABLE 




